the Devil says thus: "I will pursue, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon
them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy
them/' For certainly, just as a sword may part a thing
in two pieces, just so acquiescence separates God
from man. "And then will I slay him in his sinful
deed." Thus says the Fiend. For truly, then is a man
dead in soul. And thus is sin accomplished by tempta-
tion and by acquiescence; and then is the sin called
actual.
Forsooth, sin is of two kinds; it is either venial or
mortal sin. Verily, when man loves any creature more
than he loves Jesus Christ our Creator, then is it
mortal sin. And venial sin it is if a man love Jesus
Christ less than he ought. Forsooth the effect of this
venial sin is very dangerous; for it diminishes more
and more the love that man should have for God.
And therefore, if a man charge himself with many
such venial sins, then certainly, unless he discharge
them occasionally by shriving, they may easily lessen
in him gill the love that he has for Jesus Christ; and
in this wise venial sin passes over into mortal sin.
Therefore let us not be negligent in ridding our-
selves of venial sins. For the proverb has it: "Mony
a mickle mak's a muckle." And hear this example. A
huge wave of the sea comes sometimes with so great
violence that it sinks a ship. And the same harm is
caused sometimes by the small drops o£ water that
enter through the little opening in the seam into the
bilge of the ship, if men be so negligent that they do
not discharge it in time. And therefore, though there
be a difference between these two ways of sinking,
nevertheless the ship is sunk. Just so it is sometimes
with mortal sin, and with vexatious venial sins when
they multiply in a man so greatly that the worldly
things he loves, for which he venially sins, have
grown as great in his heart as the love for God, or
greater. And therefore, the love for everything that
is not fixed or rooted in God, or done principally for
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